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The Russians were building this warship at Odessa, and the
Nazis did not know the Russians had it on the ways until
they captured the city. Neither did the British.
The French capital ships which Hitler wants are first of
all the Dunkerque, 26,500 tons, which has now been recon-
ditioned since the British naval action at Oran, Algeria, in
July 1940, and her sister ship the Strasbourg. Then there is
the 35,ooo-ton Richelieu and her sister ship, the Jean Bart.
The Jean Bart was towed to Casablanca half-finished at the
time the Germans turned the flank of the French Army. The
Richelieu was hit at Dakar during the De Gaulle engagement,
but she is back in commission to-day.
These are the four main units of the battleship class. But
the French fleet is also staffed with cruisers. Hitler's eye
is out for cruisers. They are very important. Fit for service,
there are twelve Vichy cruisers in European waters : the
Fochy Dupleix, Colbert, Algerie, Primauguet, Lamotte-Picquet,
Montcalm, Marseillaise, Gloire, Jean de Vienne, La Galis-
sonntire, and Georges Leygues. Italy has ten on tap.
Grossadmiral Erich H. A. Raeder has been a member
of Hitler's top Cabinet Council since 1938. He's the spear-
head of Hitler's plan. And his engineers have built Ger-
many's warships well. The Bismarck took an indescribable
beating before she sank, and the toughness of her armour
remains to-day a puzzle to the British metallurgists in Bir-
mingham. After the Bismarck's rudder was shattered she
had to take nearly point-blank salvoes.
" She shouldn't have been able to stand those broadsides
the way she did/' one of England's greatest naval engineers
told me. "There's something funny about that steel."
This armour plate is actually the closest thing to a
" secret weapon " that Germany has shown in the war.
All the other advance blabbing of the Nazis about secret
weapons had turned out to be just talk. Germany hasn't
been able to show a single new war implement. But the
new Navy will have " funny " armour plate. The Scharn-
horst, the Gneisenau, and the Prinz Eugen had it when they
were bombed time and time again at Brest by the R.A.F.
and yet returned home.
In Hitler's basic conception there are two wars. One is
the great " Civil War of Europe/' which started in Spain